Native American myths, legends, and folktales  - Copán


Subject: English

Benchmark: Copán

Standards:  E1a, E1c, E2a, E2b, E2c, E2f, E3a, E3b, E3c, E3d, E4a, E4b, E5a, E5b, E6a, E6b, E7b, 1a, 1b, 2a, 2b, 3a, 3b, 4b  

TOPIC:  Native American myths, legends, and folktales 

MAJOR IDEA:  Native cultures bridge the gap between rational functions and the extra-sensory, spiritual world as represented by the religious structures of Copán. 

SUGGESTED AIMS: 

· How do we comprehend the demise of a once great culture?  
· How do we utilize historical information to prevent modern-day catastrophes?
· Why does the study of ancient civilizations’ sophistication humble us?
· What do we learn from ancient civilizations?
VISUAL EXAMPLES:   

· Photos of Copán (included in the benchmark binder)
· Steven Spielberg’s Raiders of the Lost Ark 
SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES: 

· What factors affect the survival of an ancient site?  Create a chart, which lists factors of comparison.  How can we ensure that we pass on an architectural heritage to future generations? 

· Compare and contrast Copán with the other ancient sites we have studied.  Write a critical analysis and evaluation answering the question:  “How can we ensure that we will pass on an architectural heritage to future generations?”  Be sure to include your personal opinion and judgement based on the ideas, information, and issues studied.    

· Collect data on indigenous populations of other cultures.  Discover relationships and concepts of what happens to the original inhabitants when foreigners come in.  Examine a place like Britain, which has had many waves of foreigners.  Consider what happened to the Maya of Honduras. Formulate a public document demonstrating either the pros or the cons to embracing an immigrant culture’s effect on the indigenous culture.  Present your findings in a group format.  

· In a reflective essay, explore the symbolism of the serpent in so many cultures throughout time.  The temple doorway of Copán is in the form of a serpent’s mouth and the serpent entices Eve to abandon her beliefs in Hebrew literature. 

· Listen to Mel Brooks and Carl Reiner’s CD The Two Thousand Year-Old Man.  Create your own humorous dialogue.

· Create and present skits between a modern and an ancient city dweller of Copán discussing the day-to-day details of their lives.

· Explore Native American systems of recording information.  How do they differ from those in use in Europe at the same time?  Write a step-by-step manual describing how to use the Incan quipa system of recording information.

· Create an ancient Mayan document focusing on the strategies of communicating by quipa.  Meet with your teacher for checkpoint meetings.  Revise work to improve its clarity and effectiveness.    

· As a class read the Mayan origin myth (included in the benchmark readings).  Make a list of the key elements of the myth.  After divide the class into groups and have each each group read the origin myth of another native group (from the Americas).  Have students compare and contrast the key elements of each myth.  Have the groups share their findings with the remainder of the class.  Which elements or themes are most common?

· Read The Aztecs, Maya, and their Predecessors, in regard to the cultural symbolism of their architecture.  Debate the issue of secular vs. religious symbolism in public architecture.   

· As a class create a Mayan magazine.  Include articles on astronomy, architecture and mathematics.  Be sure to include a horoscope, advertisements and an editorial.  Feel free to inject humor.  

· Create a skit where Stephens and Catherwood discover Copán.  Create a dialogue where they discuss why the Mayan culture disappeared.  

· Contact UNESCO’s World Heritage branch and write a business letter asking them to send information regarding Copán.  

· As a class watch Spielberg’s Raiders of the Lost Ark.  As a class project, create a script utilizing the elements of the explorer/adventure story based in Copán.  Include archetypal explorer-hero characteristics, supernatural and superstitious elements.  Act out and videotape the story.

RESOURCES:

· The Complete Two Thousand Year-Old Man.  Mel Brooks, Carl Reiner.  Rhino Records:  1984

· Ceremony by Leslie Marmon Silko. Penguin Books, New York (Reprinted) 1988.

· Raiders of the Lost Ark.  Directed by Steven Spielberg.  Paramount Pictures:  1981.

· The Aztecs, Maya, and Their Predecessors by Muriel Porter Weaver.  Academic Press 1997.

HOMEWORK

· Research the history of human sacrifice in global culture.  What cultures practiced human and animal sacrifice?  Write a 2-5 page research paper on the topic, including a thesis, precis, and three to five sources.  Follow MLA citation standards.  

· Pretending to be John Stephens or Frederick Catherwood, write journal entries about your exploration.  Be sure to include philosophical thoughts on the sophistication of the lost Mayan Civilization.  

· Read Ceremony by Leslie Marmon Silko. Compare and contrast the view of Europeans.  

· Compare and contrast calendar systems that arose independently around the world.  Design your own using a natural phenomenon that occurs at regular intervals.  Create your own functional document using your new calendar system.    
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